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Understanding public policies 

 

- France 

 About school public policies :  

There's a new curriculum (since 25th of April, 2015), “socle commun de connaissances”. 

It recognizes 5 areas of competences to be developed by pupils:  

 languages to be able to think and communicate;  
 tools and methods to learn and be able to be able to find information and 

organize your projects;  
 training of the person and citizen to be able to participate in society and to 

make personal choices;  
 technical and scientific systems to develop problem-solving abilities and 

observation skills;  
 world representations to be able to understand our societies, their cultural 

productions. 
 

Education to non-violent conflict resolution can be found in the 3rd item:  “Pupils should 

be able to express their emotions and opinion, while respecting others’. In doing so, they 

should be able to use a specific vocabulary. Pupils learn to solve conflicts without 

aggressiveness, knowing how to avoid violence by being able to manage their emotions, 

their communication and arguments. They respect others’ opinions and freedom of 

being, rejects any form of intimidation. By learning to distance themselves from 

prejudices and stereotypes, they are able to appreciate and live with people who are 

different from them. They are able to show empathy and goodwill. (…) Pupils can 

cooperate and show responsibility towards others. They can take initiatives and 

implement projects, after evaluating consequences of their actions”.  

In 2012, was created inside the French ministry of Education, a special division in charge 

of “prevention and combat against school violence”. It was in charge of observation and 

analysis of the phenomenon as well as training of the educational community and 

advising on public policies. In 2014 was signed at national level a Charter on what peer 

mediation in public schools should be.   

 about youth policies  

There is nothing really concrete. The BAFA (non-professional certificate for youth 

leaders) requires to pass the certificate to be able at the end of the training to manage a 

group. The BAFD (non-professional certificate for “directors” of youth projects, the next 

step after the BAFA) : only requires the trainees to be able to manage a conflict. In both 

cases, there is nothing about enabling youth to solve their own conflicts in a non-violent 

way.   

 



Educating Youth To Non-Violent Conflict Resolution 

Fédération des Aroéven – October 2015 

 

- Italy 

In school : there is no national policy about it. What do we have? A teacher’s “personal 

choices” : from the curriculum, it is possible to study non-violent movements during 

history/literature lessons… But it’s a personal choice.  

There's been a reform of civic education : it was almost cancelled and now is only 1 hour 

per week in secondary school. Sometimes it is mixed with history lesson, so it’s reduced 

to 15 minutes and it’s made very passive, like making pupils read the constitution. But 

it’s important to make them understand it’s about political and active participation,  

A lot of the education to peace is done through private intervention in school : contests, 

... For example, a school can join a drawing contest about peace and win 2000 euros of 

books. It's very often the same type of drawing: peace flag, people holding hands…  

Another type of “private intervention” is when there’s a problem and the director of the 

school calls a professional that will either create a project  or intervene in solving the 

problem. So it’s external. But either way, it’s always a private intervention. Not 

something coming from public policies.  

About those possible external interventions : there’s one in particular that inspired Il 

Mosaico : the CCCP (the psycho-pedagogical center for peace). It’s a specialized institute 

for learning to resolve conflict. They use the “Socrates method” (the same as Mosaico). 

It’s something different than the naïve idea of peace (holding hands, …). It allows us to 

train parents, pupils, teachers, … We can also use it on European projects.  

Last year, there was a reform of the school system called “la buona scola” : there is a very 

little in it about cooperating in school. But it’s still difficult for teachers to implement. 

For example, they propose “open classes”, some sort of peer education. But we don’t 

understand how to manage it. Our school system is primarily focused on the individual 

competition. Children have to be the best. It’s the same for primary, secondary and 

university. During some Erasmus programmes abroad, we saw that students from other 

countries have more experience in groups. Teachers is the one that needs to enlighten 

students, you need to drink his words and at the exam to repeat them. But in everyday 

life, we have to cooperate.  

For some years now, in Italy, like in other European counties, educational agencies have 

started to focus on the “bullying” (and cyber bullying) phenomenon.   

In Italy, projects aimed at reducing bullying and violence have been so far local, 

involving individual schools. In 2007, a national campaign “Smonta il bullo” was 

launched,. They created tools for parents, teachers, …. But it was mainly meant to reduce 

the bullying phenomenon not to prevent it. They created a “commission against 

bullying”, as well as a website : www.smontailbullo.it and a hotline.  

A few projects were developed, some led by non-formal education actors and youth 
workers :  

 an observatory focused on the web use (cyber bullying) : Open Eyes 

http://www.smontailbullo.it/
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 Project Nausicaa, in 2012 in Caserta. 
 The ministry of education joined the European project T.A.B.B.Y 
 In Turin, in 2015, was introduced a project called “Non bull-ARTI di me 2.0 – art 
and educational activities against cyber bullying”. They go at the origin of the 
bullying : teenagers lack means to express themselves, so they will encourage their 
active participation and activity. They created rap music against bullyism for 
example…  
 “Centro Studi Sereno Regis” is an Italian ONLUS (non –profit organisation of 
social utility) : it promotes research, education and action on non-violent conflict 
resolution.  They’ve promoted cultural initiatives and launched a collaboration with 
worldwide research centers on peace education.  One research action was aimed at 
educators : “Pace, papate and carote” to educate babies from 0-3 years old to peace. 
They also have a group called “EDAP Marilena Cardone” offers training courses on 
educating to peace. 

 

 

- Spain 

There was some years ago some “education for citizenship” : it was a project from 

the government. But the 17 regional communities of Spain are the ones with 

competences in education. They were supposed to apply the guidelines from the 

government, but it was done very differently from one community to another 

because of the translation in regional languages. In the Valenciana community, 

they decided to teach this subject in English, so that make it very difficult for 

children to really understand this education to non-violent conflict resolution. In 

the end, the governmental programme was cancelled.  

Non-violent conflict resolution policy depend on community. In our community 

(Castellon), there is a law that was voted 2 years ago and that will be 

implemented now. When it was voted, it was not explained how to do it. Schools 

have to write a programme explaining how they will do the education to non-

violence conflict resolution. But teachers don’t have training or hours to do that… 

As an association we started working on it 2 years ago.  So some schools have the 

programme and some don’t. Those who have it it’s because they have the 

finances.  

In every projects led by Ilewasi, we try to involve parents as well. Many conflicts 

started in schools develop outside. We often forget they’re the 1st educators.  

 

 

- Romania 

There is no public policy on “educating youth to non-violent conflict resolution”. 

Associations try to organize it. Most children resolve conflicts by violence. It 

doesn't develop into street fights, but into school fights. Asociatia Dali work with 
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teachers and organize exchange between students from financially lucky school 

and poorest ones. There’s another project, “let’s learn to play”, in schools in 

Constanta, promoting the idea of non-violence conflict resolution. We think it’s 

important to educate children and their family as well. We only have a 6 months 

experience in educating to non-violence conflict resolution. All of our activities 

are voluntary activities, with activists.  

 

 

 

In conclusion, it seems there is a lack of public policies at national and European level 

recognizing the need to educate children to non-violent conflict resolution via youth 

work and non-formal education.  

 

 

 

 

 


